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Two years have now passed since the birth of the Hilarescere Foundation. It was born from the need of Prof. Paolo Zamboni and Dr. Fabrizio Salvi, the founding partners, to start a scientific dialogue on the evidence discovered by their first open label study.
Research can yield no fruit without funds and organizational skills. Since the various associations designated to understand and promote it turned a deaf ear on it, the burden of the immobility of the status quo risked crushing what today is a success of Italian academic research.
I would like to thank the Board of Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio in Bologna for its strength and open-mindedness in looking at the promising data without being biased by the fact that to date we have been the only ones to believe in this scientific perspective even against the opinion of the professors of this very city and being scared off by the inevitable rejection of dialogue by a part of the scientific community. I would also like to thank the University of Ferrara and Prof. Patrizio Bianchi who personally had the idea of this virtuous complementarity that has led us to where we stand today.
The people affected by this new pathology known as CCSVI are calling the treatment a "liberation". In our experience our openness in doing research has attracted the love for truth of Prof.  Hake, University of Detroit. He is the inventor of the world's most advanced MRI technique and he has overwhelmed us with his scientific enthusiasm for Prof. Zamboni's ideas.  Then there is Prof. B.B. Lee, Georgetown University, Washington, who, in his capacity of President of the World Consensus Conference of vascular surgeons, saw the unanimous approval by 47 countries of the diagnosis and treatment methods for CCSVI.
I could go on thanking Prof. Zivadinov of the Jacobs Institute who is now a regular acquaintance here in Bologna, Prof. Dake from Stanford or Prof. Bakshi from Harvard as well as all of the authoritative professors here today for their collaboration. But I would like to draw your attention to something important, namely that this teeming of studies on CCSVI must lead to immediate benefits for patients.
Of course, considering that it is still an experimental treatment, it should cross yet the bounds of research. However, it should also be made available to as many people who wish to be treated. We are building networks with other bank foundations and I thank the President of Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio di Macerata, Mr. Franco Gazzani, who is here with us today, for funding a new study in the Marche Region, and the Smuovilavita Foundation and its President, Mr. Sergio Dalla Verde, who is following suit in Veneto, the Abbraccio non-profit association in Piemonte and the SASM association in Sardinia.
We are supporting the study of the Emilia Romagna Region, but we wish, all together, to share the know-how gained and to channel into the international registry already existing the data provided by all those who wish to collaborate in Italy and throughout the world in gaining greater insight into the science of CCSVI offering the opportunity of being treated to all those who so wish to.
Prof. Fabio Roversi-Monaco
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