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PRESS RELEASE
APRIL 6, 2009

PRESENTATION OF THE FIRST STUDY ON CCSVI IN LONDON:
A NEW VASCULAR DISEASE OPENS UP 
NEW SCENARIOS FOR MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 
On April 6, 2009 Prof. Paolo Zamboni held a first presentation at the 31st Charing Cross International Symposium - the annual world meeting of vascular and endovascular surgeons - at the Imperial College in  London, one of the most important events where to present research findings to the world’s scientific community. In his paper he reported of a major scientific discovery at vascular level, thus adding a significant piece to the multiple sclerosis puzzle. 
The presentation at the Meeting and the publication of the relevant data in the JNNP April 2009 issue (the neurology journal of the British Medical Journal) are the result of a research work which has involved the vascular research team headed by Prof. Paolo Zamboni from the University of Ferrara and the neuroscience and neurology team of the Bellaria Hospital in Bologna headed by Dr. Fabrizio Salvi. 

This research work – whose results were first published in international medical and scientific journals way back in 2006 – has always highlighted the increasingly closer association between abnormal cerebral vein function and multiple sclerosis (MS).
Chronic cerebrospinal vascular insufficiency (CCSVI): the discovery of the disease
(abstract from the published paper)

This picture is characterized by obstructive malformations which affect the veins which carry blood from the brain to the heart. The peculiar fact, though, is that such obstructions are found in venous tracts which are external to the skull, more specifically at the level of the neck, chest and abdomen.

This also explains why this MS-associated disease has so far been missed by the researchers, since it is located outside the central nervous system.

A very important characteristic of this disease is that it was detected only in individuals suffering from multiple sclerosis and not in control subjects. 

The investigated control subjects were divided into three groups, namely: healthy subjects of the same age and gender: subjects aged older than the MS onset age; patients with other neurologic diseases; the latter were investigated because the veins involved in CCSVI are veins which drain the brain; however, in no patient suffering from other severe neurologic disorders including Parkinsons’ disease, Alzheimer’s disease and ALS was it possible to detect any signs of CCSVI. The team headed by Prof. Paolo Zamboni believes that CCSVI increases the severity of MS because the venous system has the task of draining toxins from the cerebral area. If such drainage is insufficient, the inflammatory and neurodegenerative toxins which are typical of MS will clearly be drained to an extent which is lower than needed or expected. This means that they can stay in contact with the diseased areas for a longer period of time and thus represent a worsening factor.
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