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PRESS RELEASE
Official opening of the Center for Vascular Diseases
set up following successful cooperation with the Hilarescere Foundation
On Friday, March 26, at 11 a.m., in the beautiful setting of the Great Hall of Palazzo Renata di Francia, where the Chancellor’s offices of the University of Ferrara are located (via Savonarola, 9), the  Interdepartmental Research Center called “Centro Malattie Vascolari (Center for Vascular Diseases)” headed by Prof. Paolo Zamboni was officially presented to the public.

This event was also a great opportunity to highlight the major results so far achieved as a result of the cooperation between the University of Ferrara and the Hilarescere Foundation.

The “Center for Vascular Diseases” represents an important step in the research, diagnosis and treatment of Chronic Cerebro-Spinal Venous Insufficiency (CCSVI) and results from the cooperation between Prof. Paolo Zamboni and Dr. Fabrizio Salvi. At the UIP 50 Consensus Conference which took place in Montecarlo in September 2009, this disease was unanimously recognized as a vascular malformation by vascular experts from 47 countries who approved the need for its diagnosis and treatment.

Patrizio Bianchi, Chancellor of the University of Ferrara, Fabio Roversi Monaco, Chaiman of the Hilarescere Foundation and Prof. Paolo Zamboni attended this important event.
“The Center for Vascular Diseases – said Chancellor Bianchi – was a great aspiration of our University, where research is the core of all our work. The Center will carry out research, prevention, health education, diagnosis and therapy in relation to the peripheral vascular system”.

“I would like to take this opportunity – added the Chancellor – to officially thank Dr. Augusto Zeppi who – being affected by Multiple Sclerosis - accepted to take part in the experimentation promoted by our University. The results achieved led him to personally fund research in this field and, at the same time, establish the Hilarescere Foundation together with  Prof. Zamboni, Dr. Salvi and the major support of Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio in Bologna. I would like to thank the Chairman of both Foundations, Fabio Roversi Monaco, for the cooperation, commitment and support shown in the past two years. I feel confident that new major achievements will be made on this basis”.

“The Hilarescere Foundation – so ended Bianchi – funded research in cooperation with the Buffalo Neuroimaging Analysis Center, New York State University. The promising outcome of this research - together with the publications of high international level produced by the Italian team - have led to the establishment of this new Center which is institutionally supported by the Emilia Romagna Region for the program on CCSVI and its implications in other diseases”.
 
FOCUS ON RESEARCH
The disease discovered by Prof. Paolo Zamboni, i.e. CCSVI (which stands for "Chronic Cerebro-Spinal Venous Insufficiency"), is currently recognized and accepted world-wide as a disorder characterized by stenosing malformations of various kinds which affect the internal jugular veins and other cerebral veins and are worringly associated with Multiple Sclerosis. In two promising pilot studies, the minimally-invasive endovascular treatment of CCSVI made it possible to considerably improve the conditions of patients with Multiple Sclerosis.
The results were not yet so promising when the Board of Fondazione della Cassa di Risparmio in Bologna decided to contribute to the setting up of the Hilarescere Foundation. However, the methodological rigour of Prof. Zamboni and the true medical passion of Dr. Salvi were such as to convince the Board that it was necessary to support the University of Ferrara along this research pathway and, indeed, a first, very important step has now been achieved. This first, major achievement was in fact the publication of the results of the sponsored research in major international scientific journals.

Thanks to these commitments, we can now be sure about the origin of the stenoses associated with CCSVI, since last September, in Montecarlo, the experts’ panel of UIP – the largest scientific organization which is concerned with venous pathology – did not hesitate to include them among the truncular venous malformations, i.e. those malformations which develop between the 3rd and 5th month of intrauterine life, and added them to the international consensus document which approves their treatment.
Having been established that this disease produces damages, all this should serve as a strong warning to speed up the administrative processes to allow this disease to be treated like any other disorder.
TODAY’S NEWS
For once we have reached a leading position in the world, both in terms of scientific skills and value of research; the Hilarescere Foundation will continue to sponsor the research which will essentially take place at the Center that has just been officially opened, with major resources and great attention. The commitment of Esaote S.p.A. has also been received. Right from the beginning, this Company trusted Prof.  Zamboni and provided him with the technological means to deepen his research. Together with Hilarescere, this Company has made a commitment to supply all the necessary equipment and relevant upgradings to the Center. 

Furthermore, Hilarescere has announced the co-funding of a research project to be carried out at the Center on the study of the inflammatory and degenerative mechanisms which occur in patients with Cerebro-Spinal Venous Insufficiency associated with Multiple Sclerosis (the Foundation will participate in this project by purchasing the equipment required within the Tecnopolo project promoted by the City of Ferrara which will in turn provide the facilities and staff specialized in endothelial cells): in summary, the study will be about reproducing cerebral vein flow alterations by using real human cells which will line the tubing of the equipment. This model – which requires no useless animal sacrifice – will make it possible to reproduce the pathogenetic mechanisms of CCSVI in Multiple Sclerosis. 

Various forms of cooperation will also continue in this field: the Imperial College of London, for example, has asked for academic training in the newly-established Center while Harvard University will cooperate with Prof. Zamboni on another aspect of this research, i.e. iron build-up in the brain; all our efforts, however, are basically aimed at relieving these patients from their sufferings. 
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