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PRESS RELEASE
New developments in the study and management of CCSVI in relation to MS after the Bologna Meeting (September 8th, 2009). 

Some titles:

- Harvard and Stanford (USA): a fruitful cooperation has started between the Hilarescere Foundation and these two major U.S. universities. 

In America, like in Europe and Asia, the most authoritative centres in the study and treatment of MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS recognize that the discovery and management of CCSVI (Chronic Cerebro-Spinal Venous Insufficiency) is a fundamental and most significant achievement.
- In the presence of CCSVI, the risk of  suffering from MS increases 43-fold (for medical and scientific details please contact the Press Office of the Hilarescere Foundation)

- At the Montecarlo World Consensus Conference on Venous Malformations (September 5th, 2009), experts from 47 countries unanimously voted in favour of including the stenosing lesions found in CCSVI in the  new Consensus document and Guidelines, since they can be classified among the venous malformations.
- On November 21st Canada TV will broadcast a report featuring the care centres for patients with CCSVI in Ferrara and Bologna.
The last few months of 2009 have witnessed exponential growth in the attention towards CCSVI – Chronic Cerebro-Spinal Venous Insufficiency, its treatment and connections with Multiple Sclerosis. The following are just a few examples. 
THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY
The international medical and scientific community has shown great interest in the progress made by the studies and investigations carried out in the field of CCSVI. In the USA, Canada, Japan and some European countries this is already a reality. Just some examples:
Prof. Paolo Zamboni – who discovered CCSVI and together with Dr. Fabrizio Salvi continues to carry out research in this field – held a keynote lecture on this topic at Harvard University last October, on invitation of Dr Rohit Bakshi (who is a reference physician in the study and treatment of MS in the United States. The following is a short description of his positions: Dr. Rohit Bakshi, F.A.A.N. Director, Laboratory for Neuroimaging Research, Partners Multiple Sclerosis Center, Associate Professor of Neurology & Radiology, Brigham & Women's Hospital, Harvard Medical School).

Prof. Zamboni subsequently submitted a research program in cooperation with  Stanford University in California where since last Spring a series of endovascular interventions have been carried out for the treatment of CCSVI following the indications provided by the Italian research group.
Furthermore, Prof. Zamboni and Dr. Salvi presented other innovative scientific papers on the significant relationship between CCSVI and multiple sclerosis at the European Congress of the Charcot Foundation for MS (which is among the European foundations which are mostly committed to the study and treatment of MS) held in Lisbon last November 12th-14th. 

CCSVI: THE RELATIONSHIP WITH INCREASED RISK OF MS
In the presence of CCSVI, the risk of  suffering from MS increases 43-fold while this association has not been found with other neurologic disorders.
Prof. Zamboni gave the following explanations for the complex vascular picture found in Chronic Cerebro-Spinal Venous Insufficiency (internationally acknowledged acronym: CCSVI). There are 4 main patterns of stenosing malformations in the main cerebral and spinal draining veins which are affected extracranially and extravertebrally at the level of the azygos and jugular systems. This complex chronic picture generates haemodynamic and fluidodynamic changes in the brain with the opening of collateral circles. This picture is worryingly associated with the neurologic condition known as Multiple Sclerosis. The investigations carried out by the Italian group in patients suffering from other diseases established that this picture is not associated with other neurologic and degenerative diseases such as Parkinson’s disease, Alzheimer’s disease and ALS. 

UIP in MONTECARLO – September 2009 

Just before the Meeting in Bologna (Venous Function And Multiple Sclerosis September 8th, 2009) where Prof. Paolo Zamboni disclosed his discovery – i.e. the existence of CCSVI – to the international medical and scientific community, the world’s scientific community of vascular surgeons meeting in Montecarlo (UIP Meeting, September 2009) unanimously endorsed an important document recognizing the existence of this disease. 
At the Consensus Conference on Venous Malformations, headed by Prof. BB Lee from Washington, experts from 47 countries unanimously voted in favour of officially including the stenosing lesions found in CCSVI in the  new Consensus document and Guidelines on account of the submitted angiographic evidence and scientific documentation. This document will soon be published in International Angiology. 

THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA RESPONSE
Again, only a few recent examples:.

In the U.S., the National MS Society recently published on its Website a report on Prof. Zamboni’s research activities and future implications for Multiple Sclerosis. (<http://main.nationalmssociety.org/site/R?i=vCIZKqIkgXOy6lUY3wL_Og..>
Important eachers at the Neurology Institute of the University College of London reviewed the scientific papers written by Prof. Zamboni and Dr. Salvi.

http://f1000medicine.com/guardpages/evaluation/1166989//article/article.asp%253Fid%253D1166989%2526view%253Devaluation%2526style%253D
A page was published on Wikipedia in English – totally independently of the Hilarescere Foundation.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chronic_cerebrospinal_venous_insufficiency 
Last but not least,  Canada TV sent a crew from Toronto to Ferrara/Bologna to report on CCSVI and its management. This TV report will be aired by their broadcasting station and others which are part of the same network. (Available also on line after November 22). 
The Hilarescere Foundation was established with the aim to provide the means and resources required to perform adequate research and deepen the understanding of medical and scientific insights which will help to fully understand and treat diseases which are still partially unknown. The HILARESCERE Foundation, chaired by Prof. Fabio Roversi-Monaco, was established pursuant to an initiative of Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio in Bologna.
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