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PRESS RELEASE
Prof. Zamboni’s answer to the article published in Corriere della sera on February 8, 2011

“A treatment for multiple sclerosis which resembles the Di Bella case”

We think it is necessary to reiterate that Prof. Paolo Zamboni’s research on CCSVI (Chronic Cerebro-Spinal Venous Insufficiency) cannot at all be compared to “Di Bella’s method” or “Lorenzo’s oil” because of a number of obvious reasons listed below:
· Professor Paolo Zamboni – who holds a Chair at the University of Ferrara – has a broad research mandate and performs research and surgery only in the framework of the clinical trials authorized by the Ethics Committees.

· Prof. Paolo Zamboni has not operated on patients for 15 months, therefore does not attract patients with promises of healing or treating them. He is waiting to start a randomized multicenter trial which is the only scientific approach which can provide an answer to the questions which rightly arise out of his findings.

· The so-called Di Bella’s method has never been applied or investigated in the major universities of the world. Conversely, trials to replicate Prof. Zamboni’s  findings have been going on for more than one year and are still being conducted at the State University of New York, Albany and Buffalo centers, Columbus University, Stoney Brook, Baltimore, George Washington, Miami and Stanford Universities.
· Prof. Paolo Zamboni is Chairman of the International Society for Neuro-Vascular Disease (ISNVD) and will be the Conference Chair of the Society’s Annual Meeting which is to take place in Ferrara and  Bologna on March 13-15, 2011 under the High Patronage of the President of the Italian Republic.
· Our Foundation has repeatedly stated (see statements on the Website www.fondazionehilarescere.org)  that further investigation is needed for a deeper understanding of the findings so far collected at the Ferrara University. This fact should be adequately advertised and safeguarded instead of being judged in the headlines by the same standards as the experience of dubious healers.

We would like to take this opportunity to dispel all doubts on the rather blurred information which is often reported in the press on the relationship between CCSVI and MS and which may be misleading both for the patients and their family members.  To this end, please refer to our Website www.fondazionehilarescere.org where you can easily retrieve all the scientific information published in internationally acknowledged journals and all the statements we have released throughout the years. 
We would like to reiterate that a therapeutic trial is about to start in Italy which will be of very high scientific value to the scientific community and the patients, i.e. the BRAVE DREAMS multicenter trial. This trial - aimed at assessing the role of venous angioplasty in controlling MS – was promoted by the University Hospital of Ferrara and is currently co-funded by the Emilia Romagna Region and the Hilarescere Foundation. Twenty Italian centers with a high level of neurologic and vascular expertise have adhered to the proposed trial.
Last but not least, Prof. Paolo Zamboni has always recommended that MS patients do not stop their current drug treatments. 
Ferrara, February 10, 2011
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