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PRESS RELEASE
The Hilarescere Foundation responds to Elena Dusi’s article published in Repubblica.it on April 28, 2011, which states that: “his (editor’s note: Prof Zamboni’s) theory is not backed up by the official medicine”

Elena Dusi’s article draws inspiration from an article published in Nature which, however, does not contain the alleged statements. It simply states that the CCSVI theory is still controversial, while the patients are urging for greater research funds to be made available to add more evidence to what has so far been collected.  Nature would not  have considered Prof Zamboni’s theory if it had not been the subject of a large debate within the scientific community. 

Prof Zamboni’s theory was described in 27 international papers published in top-level journals in the fields of neuroscience, clinical neurology, vascular diseases, internal medicine, neuroradiology, and genetics (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=zamboni%20p%20multiple%20sclerosis) 

SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD DESCRIBES CCSVI AS A VASCULAR DISEASE, INDICATING HOW TO DIAGNOSE AND TREAT IT. 

Dusi’s article also states that the endovascular treatment which Zamboni intends to test may represent a “risk for the health of thousands of patients who undergo unproven surgical procedures”. This statement is proved wrong by a multicenter trial carried out in the US and led by Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore: the so-called “Zamboni treatment” is a safe one.  The angioplasty performed to “restore patency” in the neck veins of patients with multiple sclerosis and chronic cerebro-spinal venous insufficiency has minimal side-effects. It is impossible to say whether it is effective or not because some years of experimentation are still required. However, the angioplasty procedure to “liberate” the stenosed or obstructed neck veins in patients with chronic cerebro-spinal venous insufficiency  (Ccsvi) and multiple sclerosis is a safe procedure.
This study was presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Society of Interventional Radiology last March 29 in Chicago.
“Angioplasty is a safe treatment”, said Kenneth Mandato from Albany Medical Center who is among the authors of the study. What needs to be assessed is whether it is equally safe in a particularly sensitive population such as the one suffering from multiple sclerosis. For this reason, the researchers assessed the safety of this procedure in 231 patients with multiple sclerosis who underwent the procedure.
“Our results show that this treatment is safe when performed in hospital or on an out-patient basis. Indeed, 97 per cent of  the procedures had no complications”.

In this first phase we focused on the safety aspect because it is fundamental to institute trials for the assessment of efficacy : “Our study did not assess the outcomes of this procedure but showed that it can be performed safely with minimum risk of significant complications”.

The complications found in our study were temporary alteration of the heart rhythm (3 patients) and stricture relapses in the treated veins (4 patients). All patients except 2 were discharged within 3 hours.
A few months ago, the Society of Interventional Radiology published a position statement http://www.sirweb.org/news/newsPDF/SIR_MSstatement_JVIR.pdf) urging for more research into the safety and efficacy of angioplasty in the treatment of chronic cerebro-spinal insufficiency in patients with multiple sclerosis.  The study fits precisely in this framework.

The observational studies performed in several European and American centers and presented at the ISNVD Annual Meeting held in Bologna from March 13 to 15, 2011 point to a significant improvement in quality of life, cognitive skills and fatigue, thus confirming the data published by the Zamboni-Galeotti-Salvi group in 2009.
Furthermore, at the Consensus Conference which took place the day before the ISNVD Annual Meeting with the participation of 40 experts belonging to the International Society for Neurovascular Disease (ISNVD) and other 7 major national and international societies which are involved in the diagnosis of venous system diseases using ultrasound equipment , Prof Zamboni’s observations were unanimously acknowledged.

FOR FURTHER SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE, MATERIALS AND SOURCES:

We are kindly inviting those journalists who have not yet had a chance to read the abstracts and press releases issued at the ISNVD Meeting or Prof. Zamboni’s publications to contact our Press Office and visit the following Websites:

www.isnvdannualmeeting.org
www.fondazionehilarescere.org
Press Office: Francesca Rossini Manfredini - Laboratorio delle Parole

Tel. +39-051-0950120 – Mobile +39-335-5411331 or +39-331-6752354 – francesca.rossini@laboratoriodelleparole.it
