[image: image1.png]associazione
italiana

un mondo
libero dalla SM



                                                                [image: image2.png]FONDAZIONE HILARESCERE




PRESS RELEASE
FISM: READY TO FUND THE CONTINUATION OF CCSVI RESEARCH IN ITALY
The Italian Multiple Sclerosis Association has followed with great attention the progress so far made by scientific research on CCSVI both in Italy and abroad and has – through the Italian Multiple Sclerosis Foundation (FISM) – committed itself to promoting further research in this field by the Italian research teams.  All this will be done in synergy with the research efforts made in other countries, in particular by similar Associations in Canada and the US. 

“The state of the art of research in this field was thoroughly analyzed at a scientific meeting of experts including Prof. Paolo Zamboni, Dr. Fabrizio Salvi and their teams which was organized in Milan last Monday, January 25 by our Foundation“ said Prof. Mario Alberto Battaglia, President of the Italian Multiple Sclerosis Foundation. “We are particularly grateful to Prof. Zamboni and Dr. Salvi for their in-depth analysis and fruitful discussion on important scientific pillars as well as numerous methodological and clinical aspects which have been examined also in the light of the scientific literature. This sharing of experience has made it possible for us to develop strategies for future research. More specifically, apart from further investigation into the methods required for extending their approach to other centers, more training is required as well as larger epidemiological studies. All these actions – which can be undertaken within a short time frame – form a pre-requisite and necessary support for clinical research aimed at assessing the endovascular treatment of CCSVI in multiple sclerosis in well-designed controlled trials.”
“In this process, our Foundation” says Battaglia “must carefully consider funding the research proposals that will be submitted in the framework of the Foundation’s Call for Proposals which is open till March 8 and which will make 3 million Euros available for MS research in Italy. We are waiting for proposals from Italian research teams, especially those who already work with Prof. Zamboni, to carry out research into the pathophysiology, the methodology and the epidemiology as well as to conduct clinical trials concerning specific forms of the disease. Meanwhile the Foundation will take action to:
 1. make sure that the methodological assessment deemed necessary during the meeting of last 25 January will soon be carried out and receives adequate funds; 
2. promote the establishment of working groups to develop a methodology for the necessary clinical and epidemiological studies. The Foundation is also ready to talk to the organizations involved, in particular the Regional Authorities, and discuss with them the diagnostic pathways and the therapeutic trials .” 

Given the level of attention which the Foundation and other institutional entities will pay to CCSVI in multiple sclerosis in the near future, it is certainly not advisable and even potentially dangerous to undergo endovascular or surgical procedures outside controlled clinical trials. 

Augusto Zeppi, Vice-President of the Hilarescere Foundation which has promoted research on CCSVI in cooperation with the University of Ferrara, has expressed great satisfaction for the large acceptance of the contents of the publications that the Foundation has supported. The appreciation shown by FISM/AISM and, more recently, by the Emilia Romagna Regional Authorities has paved the way to additional studies aimed at rapidly providing an answer to the questions raised by people suffering from CCSVI and MS.

“People who suffer from Multiple Sclerosis are asking the researchers to do their job with the competence and passion which is typical of them”, said Dr. Roberta Amadeo, President of the Italian Multiple Sclerosis Association “We need certainties on the relationship between CCSVI and MS as well as on the relevant clinical pathway: while waiting for clinical trials which will certainly make a major contribution to this, we must not forget the importance of effective therapies which control the disease and symptomatic treatments which allow the patients to handle everyday problems and improve their quality of life.”
Genua/Bologna, January 27, 2010
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