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Ad hoc Scientific Committee on CCSVI set up by
the Italian Multiple Sclerosis Foundation
Genua - Bologna, December 15, 2009. The first meeting of the ad hoc Scientific Committee on CCSVI (Chronic Cerebro-Spinal Venous Insufficiency) set up by the Italian Multiple Sclerosis Foundation will be held next December 22 to assess the results published in the last few months on the major international scientific journals and the future direction of research into CCSVI and its relationship with multiple sclerosis.
It is precisely in these weeks that a cooperation has been established between the Italian Multiple Sclerosis Association and the Hilarescere Foundation - which has funded and supported the investigations carried out by Prof. Paolo Zamboni from the University of Ferrara - with a view to following the scientific developments on this topic. 
“The Italian Multiple Sclerosis Association – says the President of the Association, Prof. Mario Alberto Battaglia – has decided to set up a special Scientific Committee – that I will personally chair – to fully assess the state of the art of the research carried out by Prof.  Zamboni and his team as well as the research projects which are regarded as a priority for the near future. In order to fulfill these goals, this panel of experts will meet Prof. Zamboni from the University of Ferrara and Dr. Fabrizio Salvi from the University of Bologna next December 22. Experts from the national Associations belonging to the network of our International Multiple Sclerosis Federation have also been invited to attend the meeting.”. “The Foundation – continues Battaglia – is ready to support research in this field after preliminary scientific evaluation by its Scientific Committee in compliance with well-known criteria in line with those adopted by all scientific institutions at international level”.

Through major international journals, the national and international multiple sclerosis community has in the last few months been able to follow the studies carried out by Prof. Paolo Zamboni on the identification of a new disease called Chronic Cerebro-Spinal Venous Iinsufficiency or CCSVI – a syndrome so far unknown but officially recognized as a vascular disease by the Consensus Conference of the International Union of Vascular Surgeons (UIP) last September in Montecarlo – and its relationship with multiple sclerosis, also from a clinical standpoint.
Great attention to these developments was paid in Italy by the Italian Multiple Sclerosis Association
(AISM) – the association which gathers people with multiple sclerosis – and its Foundation (FISM), the main funder of scientific research on this disease in Italy (www.aism.it) . AISM and FISM

work in close contact with the International Multiple Sclerosis Federation and the other national Associations, in particular the US and Canadian Associations which have expressed great interest and availability to fund specific studies in this field after adequate assessment by their Scientific Committees.

“It is through a  broad and synergistic cooperation among all Institutions and Associations at international level that we have to provide clear answers to the people with multiple sclerosis” said
Battaglia. “Similarly, we must join forces in the research field at national level. This is why a cooperation has been established with the Hilarescere Foundation: we are ready to cooperate with the Universities and the Regional Authorities in order to guide research in the appropriate direction by involving the most relevant specialized clinical centers.”

The Hilarescere Foundation aims at supporting medical and scientific research activities in the field of diseases with unknown or ill-defined etiopathogenesis. This is why this foundation has supported the research project developed by Prof. Zamboni and Dr. Salvi right from the beginning.

"Progress in human knowledge does not always follow pre-defined patterns – says Prof. Fabio Roversi- Monaco, President of the Hilarescere Foundation – It is exactly what happened with the research promoted by Hilarescere: it has originated from the intention - by Prof. Paolo Zamboni, an internationally known vascular surgeon -  to understand a severe clinical problem more in depth and from a completely new perspective. The rigorous scientific approach followed by Prof. Zamboni in his investigations led the Board of the Cassa di Risparmio in Bologna Foundation to examine his preliminary yet quite sound results with great interest so as to set up and fund the Hilarescere Foundation.

Research has already yielded significant results which have been presented in several medical and scientific settings worldwide. It was with great joy that we accepted the invitation of AISM and its Foundation to join efforts to investigate the possible positive impact of these discoveries. 
All the fervid talents involved in these efforts have a precise commitment, i.e. - in line with the meaning of the word hilarescere - to bring back a smile on the faces of those who suffer from diseases for which no final answer has yet been found."
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